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But you can choose a college that delivers  
educational and vocational value in accordance 
with your personal convictions. That’s why,  
every year, students choose Lutheran colleges and 
universities for their opportunities in leadership, 
volunteer service, off-campus study, athletics,  
music and academic research – and when they 
arrive at college in the fall, they find friends with 
similar priorities.

The colleges and universities of the Lutheran  
Educational Conference of North America are 
uniquely positioned to provide results-based 
career preparation, well-connected networks, and 
challenging academic environments, while recog-
nizing the role of faith and spirituality in your life.
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  and universities are more likely  
  to be involved in varsity athletics,  
  music, volunteer activities and  
  off-campus study than students  
  at public institutions.

 
  and universities are involved in  
  more activities on campus, and  
  also involved to a greater degree,  
  than their counterparts at public  
  universities.
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!!!We asked graduates, “Were you involved in any of the following?”
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  students are more likely to meet  
  a mentor or role model during  
  their freshman year, and to  
  develop supportive relation- 
  ships with faculty and staff  
  during their education.

 
  university students are more  
  likely to meet the college  
  president and hear him/her  
  speak on multiple occasions than  
  parents of students at public  
  institutions, which parents say  
  leads to a stronger relationship  
  with their student’s education.
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  and breadth of study at  
  Lutheran colleges and universi- 
  ties naturally incorporate  
  discussions of ethical leader- 
  ship, service, and hands-on  
  experience through classes and  
  internships.

 
  graduates are far more likely  
  to be servant-leaders within  
  their churches in both staff and  
  volunteer positions.

 
  and universities have continued  

 
  at Oxford University, law  
  students at Yale and Harvard,  
  and at business schools like  
  Wharton and Berkeley, as well  
  as graduate schools within  
  Lutheran universities. 
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  ships with professors, and  
  opportunities for research  
  and off-campus study are  
  commonly listed as strong  
  factors in post-graduate success,  
  and integral to the Lutheran  
  college and university tradition.

 
  alumni are more likely to say  
  they are able to balance a career  
  and family life while still being  
  involved in their community  
  and church.

!!!We talked to graduates and they said ...

!!!Involved in the past five years with a church or religious organization:

Of those, percent of Lutheran college and university 

graduates had leadership roles, vs.

percent of flagship public

university graduates.
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  perform traditional institutions  
  in the integration of faith and  
  ethics in academics and  
  daily life.

 
  and universities benefit from  
  one-on-one attention from  
  professors, which can be crucial  
  for references and letters of  
  recommendation upon  
  graduation.
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  the published tuition at  
  private colleges because our  
  member institutions set aside  
  hundreds of thousands of  
  dollars each year for financial  
  aid, based on a variety of  
  factors, including academic  
  ability, financial need, and  
  other qualities such as  
  leadership, artistic styles  
  and athletic talents. 

 
  for college and are successful  
  in balancing coursework with  
  a job and social interests or  
  athletics.

 
  loans say they were a worth- 
  while investment. 
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  earn their degree in four years  
  at a private college or university  
  as they are in six years at a state  
  institution, thereby avoiding  
  additional tuition and  
  beginning their careers earlier. 

 
  universities are committed to  
  affordability for all students,  
  and at the same time are praised  
  for the quality of education  
  and leadership development  
  they provide.
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!!!Education in action ...
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base their need-based financial 
aid programs on the information 
captured by the Free Application 

-
-

asset documentation, so be sure to 
check requirements carefully. By 

universities ensure a fair and con-
sistent approach to determining the 
demonstrated need of all admitted 

on or around February 1 each year, 
and you can find more information 
at www.fafsa.ed.gov.
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Grants and scholarships: Funded 
by endowed scholarships, annual 
gifts from alumni, and other insti-
tutional funds. This category makes 
up a substantial percentage of the 
total financial aid distributed by 
Lutheran colleges and universities. 

-
ditional grant aid, including federal 

-

and Academic Competitiveness 

Educational loans:
based aid packages include a 
long-term educational loan offered 
through federal loan programs, in-

-
ents and students may also choose 
private loans, which usually require 
a credit-worthy co-signer for the 
student application.

Student employment: Financial aid 
packages often include a work-study 
component that engages students 
in work and service to their institu-
tional community beyond their usual 
academic and extracurricular activi-
ties. The number of hours a student 
may work is generally based on his 
or her demonstrated financial need, 
and some colleges and universities 
reserve all on-campus jobs for work-
study students.

For more information about financ-
ing college, visit www.lutherancol-
leges.org/colleges/financing.
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Private college or 
university

Average net tuition
(after grant aid):

$10,900 x 4 years = $43,600

Student earns a degree and
enters the work force

Average net tuition
(after grant aid):

$3,400 x 4 years = $13,600

Student continues
in school

Average net tuition
(after grant aid):

$3,400 x 4 years = $13,600

Student continues
in school

State college or university

5 years to degree4 years to degree 6 years to degree

Fifth year average
net tuition:

Average lost income
in fifth year:             

Student earns a degree and
enters the work force

$30,000

$3,400

Time-to-degree
5 years

Net tuition:

Lost income
during additional
time-to-degree:

$17,000

$30,000

Time-to-degree
4 years

Net tuition:

Lost income
during additional
time-to-degree:

$43,600

$0

Time-to-degree
6 years

Net tuition:

Lost income
during additional
time-to-degree:

$20,400

$60,000

Fifth year average
net tuition:

Average lost income
in fifth year:             

Student continues
in school

$30,000

$3,400

Sixth year average
net tuition:

Average lost income
in sixth year:             

Student earns a degree and
enters the work force

$30,000

$3,400

Total price
of degree: $43,600 $47,000 $80,400
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!!When students obtain their undergraduate degree in a timely manner it results in a major 

 financial reward for them and their families. At private colleges and universities, 79 percent of  

 students receive a degree in four years or less.  At state four-year institutions, only 49 percent  

 finish in four years or less.
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At www.lutherancolleges.org, you can research the colleges that interest you 
and request more information – all on one site. You’ll also find information 
about Lutheran College Fairs in your area, advice on preparing your applica-
tion, and answers to your questions about financial aid and scholarships. 

This publication, and  
the research highlighted  
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