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The Higher Education Research Institute of UCLA has been conducting surveys of freshmen classes for many years.  This year, LECNA requested a separate report comparing the responses of frosh attending one of our participating institutions with several other comparison groups: four year private other religious, four year private, public universities and all four year colleges and universities.   For the purpose of this analysis, I will show LECNA schools compared to public universities and four year private colleges.  I have chosen not to include all survey items in this analysis, rather, a full copy of the study will be made available electronically to LECNA member colleges and universities.

One should note that twenty (20) LECNA member schools with 7222 respondents participated in the 2001 study. Of these, nine are located in the east/southeast, ten in the Midwest and one in the west/southwest

                                                  LECNA     PRIVATE 4 YR      PUBLIC UNIV.

Ethnic background                     

White/Caucasian                           91.4                79.5                       77.1

African Amer./Black                      3.5                10.6                         7.1

Asian Amer,/Asian                         2.1                  3.9                         9.7

Mexican Amer./Chicano                 1.0                 2.0                         2.5

American Ind./Alaska Native          0.8                1.3                          1.1

Average grade in high school

A or A+                                          25.0                 20.8                     26.9

A-                                                   24.1                 21.9                     26.0

B+                                                  20.8                 21.2                     20.6

B                                                    18.2                 20.9                     17.7

B-                                                     7.2                  8.4                        5.4

How many miles is this college     LECNA       PRIVATE 4YR      PUBLIC UNIV

from home?

5 or less                                             3.4                     4.4                       4.1

6 to 10                                               2.6                     4.9                       4.9

11 to 50                                            16.1                   21.7                     22.8

51 to 100                                          22.4                  17.0                      19.3

101 to 500                                        44.5                  33.5                     40.5

over 500                                           11.1                  18.5                       8.4

Best estimate of parents’

Total income from all sources

Under $25,000                                  7.6                   11.5                     10.4

$25,000 to $50,000                         19.5                   21.7                     18.8

$50,000 to $75,000                         24.5                   23.9                     23.7

$75,000 to $100,000                       16.4                   15.0                    16.8

over $100,000                                 32.1 
  28.0                    30.4

Is English your native tongue?       

 Yes                                                 97.3                    94.3                   91.5

From what type of secondary

school did you graduate?      

Public                                              81.4                   75.1
   86.8

Private (denominational)                13.5                   18.3                    10.1

Private (non-religious)                     4.4                     5.2                      2.5          

Student’s current religious

preference

Lutheran                                      27.6                       4.7                      7.9

Roman Catholic                          24.9                      31.8                   27.8

Baptist
    5.5                      12.6                     9.0

Methodist                                     6.5                        5.8                     6.7

Presbyterian                                 4.7                        4.2                     4.0

Jewish                                          2.6                        2.1                     3.4

None                                           10.3                     14.4                   17.0

How would you characterize:     LECNA          PRIVATE 4 YR    PUBLIC UNIV.

your political views?

Far left                                       2.6                           3.2                       2.7

Liberal                                      26.7                        26.5                     27.6

Middle of the road                   49.4                         48.4                    48.9

Conservative                            19.9                         20.3                    19.3

Far right                                     1.5                           1.6                      1.6

Was this college your

First choice                                74.3                       70.8                      71.7   

Second choice                           18.6                        20.9                     19.8

Third choice                                4.7                         5.3                        5.3

To how many schools other

than this one did you apply?    

None                                          14.0                        16.2                      22.9

One                                            11.2                        11.8                     13.5

two
  15.2                       14.8                      16.0

three                                           18.7                       17.6                      16.5

four                                            14.4                       13.8  
 11.3

more than four
26.6
26.7
 19.8

How many AP courses

did you take in H.S.?

None                                         39.5                        42.9                       34.0

One                                           20.6                        18.7                       18.7

Two to Three                           26.5                         23.6                       26.4       

Four or more                            13.5                        14.8                       20.9                                             

NOTE:  many who took the AP courses did not take the AP exams (for example)

None                                       55.8                         42.9                       34.0

One                                         18.9                         16.8                      17.6

During Your last year in H.S.

how many hours did you spend

in a typical week doing the following?

Studying/homework:

None                                       1.7                            2.0                         2.1

Less than one to five             58.8                          60.0                      61.6

Six to ten                               22.4                         21.0                       20.8

More than ten                       17.2                          17.0                      15.6

Exercise or sports:

None                                      3.1                             4.4                        4.0

Less than one to five            39.0                            41.7                    46.4

Six to ten                              17.2                            17.6                    19.2

More than ten                       40.7                            36.0                    30.5    

Working for pay:

None                                   27.5                               28.9                   26.6

Less than one to five          14.1                               12.4                   12.5

Six to ten                            15.2                               12.8                   12.5

More than ten                     43.3                               45.9                   48.5

Volunteer work:

None                                   25.3                               28.9                   26.6

Less than one to five          64.8                               62.2                   63.6

Six to ten                              9.9                                 8.4                     7.5

More than ten                       4.3                                 4.8                     3.3

Household/childcare duties:

None                                   21.8                                21.2                   19.9

Less than one to five          71.1                                69.7                   72.0

Six to ten                              4.2                                  5.4                     5.0

More than ten                       2.9                                 3.8                      3.2

Prayer or meditation:

None                                   28.8                               31.3                    36.2    

Less than one to five          67.5                               63.7                    60.7

Six to ten                              2.1                                 3.0                      1.8

More than ten                       1.5                                 2.1                      1.3

Highest academic degree

expect to obtain at any

college?    

Bachelor’s degree             22.1                                21.6                    22.8

Master’s degree                43.8                                42.5                    41.4

PhD. or EdD.                   16.4                                18.0                    18.3

M.D/ DO/ DDS/ DMV      9.8                                  9.2                    10.7

LLB/JD                             4.6                                  5.4                      4.6

BD/MDIV                         0.6                                  0.5                      0.2   

Student’s probable major

Arts and Humanities         16.8                                14.8                   10.1

Biological Science             8.0                                   7.4                     8.0

Business                           16.7                                 18.3                   15.7

Education                         14.0                                 10.8                     5.2

Engineering                        1.8                                   4.6                   15.5

Physical Science                4.1                                    2.7                    2.8

Professional                       9.8                                  13.3                   14.3

Social Science                  12.3                                  11.9                    8.8

Technical                           1.1                                    2.2                    2.2

Other fields                        6.5                                    8.8                    9.2        

Undecided                          8.4                                    8.1                    8.5

Students possible career

NOTE: top five           teacher                            business                 engineer

                                    business          

               teacher                   business

                                    physician
                       physician
 physician


                                    lawyer
                 lawyer
 teacher

                                   musician                          engineer
computors

                                   undecided 16.2                undecided 15.5      undecided 14.8

How cover first year

educational expenses?

Family resources:

None to less than 

$1000                             21.9                                      26.9                   29.2

$1K-$2999                    12.5                                       16.3                   14.6

$3K-$5999                    14.6                                       14.3                   15.8

More than $6K              50.9                                       45.5                   40.4

My own resources:

None to less than

$1000                            58.7                                        62.7                  63.5

$1K-$2999                    28.3                                        25.5                  25.1

$3K-$5999                      8.8                                          7.7                   8.2

More than $6K                4.1                                          4.1                   3.2

Aid(grants/schps)

not to be repaid:

None to less than              

$1000                           23.0                                         28.0                 52.0

$1K-$2999                     9.2                                         11.3                 19.7

$3K-$5999                   14.0                                         15.1                 14.2

More than $6K             53.9                                         45.6                 14.2

Aid that must be repaid:

None to less than 

$1000                          45.6                                        45.6                   62.4

$1K-$2999                  18.7                                        18.6                   15.0

$3K-$5999                  17.9                                        16.1                   11.6

More than $6K            17.8                                        19.7                   11.1

Do you have concern about

your ability  to finance your

college education?

None                           34.9                                        32.9                    35.7

Some                          54.4                                         53.5                   52.7

Major                         10.7                                         13.6                   11.6

Where do you plan to live

during the fall term?

 Family or relatives       5.1                                         11.4                  12.1

College res. hall           94.0                                        86.0                  80.4

Frat./Sorority hse.          0.1                                          0.3                    1.0

Other campus student

housing                         0.3
     0.8                    2.3

Reasons noted as

very important in influencing

student’s decision to

attend this college.

NOTE: top five       good academic rep.        good academic rep         good academic rep

                               size of this school            grads get good jobs       grads get good jobs

                               offered fin. aid                size of this school          admission to top 


grad schools

                               grads get good jobs         offered fin. aid               good social climate

                               admission to top              admission to top            low tuition

                                  grad schools
                    grad schools

I was offered:

 An athletic schp.             7.9                                           7.8                      2.7

 A merit-based schp.       45.4
   37.7                     14.7

 A need-based schp.        23.9                                        21.8                       7.5

